dies involving a large body of data has been recognized, and particular applications have been described, by research workers in many disciplines. Cottam and Curtis (1948) , for example, illustrate its value in ecological studies with reference to an investigation of the frequency and density of tree, shrub and herb species in an oak wood. However, the potentialities of the method have been overlooked by many geogra phical research workers and this note therefore out lines the essential features of the punched card system and suggests its possible applications in geographical studies.
The Punched Card
The fundamental principle of the punched card is 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 |6.( \6 6 6 6 7| 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 | 7 7 7 ) (7777 888888888888888\ 8 8 8 8 L 9 9 9 9 9 9 | 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 | 39 9 9 9 The upper and lower rows of the double space at the top of the card are referred to as the Y (or 11) and X (or 10) rows, respectively. A negative number may be indicated by a punch in the X row in the column preceding the -number or by an overpunch in the X row of the column containing the number. Alpha betic punches use the Y, X, or O rows in conjunction with the 1 to 9 rows in a single column. Thus, "A" is represented by a y punch and a 1 punch, "B"
by a Y punch and a 2 punch. Similarly with X and 1 to X and 9 for " J" to "R" and 0 and 2 to 0 and 9 for "S" to "Z"2).
The punching is carried out with a Card Punch machine, similar to a typewriter, in which the required figures are punched by pressing appropriate keys. 
The Prerequisites and Advantages of Card Data

Geographical Applications
The results of a climatic study based upon punched card data and card sorting are discussed in detail else where (Barry, 1959 (Barry, , 1960 
